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l. Caps and Gowns

. Always Us

[1l. Parting in Life I: Fly!

IV. Dearer for the Absence

V. Silent Estrangement

VI. Farewell in Death |: The Unreached Valediction
VII. Shattered Goblets

VIIl. The Parting of the Ways

IX. Parting in Life Il: In Exile

X.Heathrow Terminal 3

Xl.This Pillow That Wouldn’t Let Go of Your Scent
XII. Farewell in Death II: Till Death Do Us Part



12 Ways to Say Goodbye is a suite that gradually teaches us the gravity of farewells. What begins as
youthful goodbyes, buoyed by an idealistic belief in unbreakable bonds, grows heavier as the work
unfolds, revealing how separations — whether by distance, conflict, exile, or death — leave behind
echoes that shape who we become.

The Chinese idiom Z£&E5ER!I lends the pivotal third, sixth, ninth, and twelfth movements their titles,
dividing the suite into four arcs. The hopeful exhilaration of the first culminates in parents’ blessings as a
child leaves home, before giving way to the slow realisation of absence, where drifting apart ends in the
heartbreak of a missed final farewell. The suite then turns political, tracing disagreements and ruptures
that culminate in exile, and through the uncertainty of reunion shaped by the new and fragile identity of
the migrant, it ultimately finds solace in love that endures even unto death.

The work was premiered by the composer at Acton Hill Church, London, United Kingdom on 5
October 2025.

Instrumentation: piano solo
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lll. Parting in Life I: Fly!
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V. Dearer for the Absence
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VI. Farewell in Death |: The Unreached Valediction
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VII. Shattered Goblets
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VIIl. The Parting of the Ways
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IX. Parting in Life ll: In Exile

136

Agitato J

Il
Jm TT®|A A
AL AL
EEN 0
Ly g e A ) i
| 1 2
A e A ! m
il o 44
ANl A m uww
11 s i
A | A _A< m ~
1IH A AQLLL .m. |
-0 o
A AL AS
AT A IS8
AT A ol
AT | AEA . | s
o +
ol p >%ﬁw__r> 9 R _
XX
e X¢ uﬁ -
i R 6
- ) .
H 9 ie
3 5 ol1e
9
)
! TT™A AlQLL
XX
AT
1 TN A A
[ |
y ATTe| | M A
( AT A
A A O
S i
===
” unu_..cu. AT 9 —A 9
7 ; d .
™ h © i G
~~ _— — < —— .

bde

tr:

10




2 Ways to Say Goodbye

X.Heathrow Terminal 3
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Xl.This Pillow That Wouldn’t Let Go of Your Scent
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XII. Farewell in Death II: Till Death Do Us Part
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