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CE: BRELEB) or Transmigration is a Cantonese-language song cycle with texts by Suyin
Mak. The songs explore the experiences of the Hong Kong diaspora and how their memories
of the past both define their cultural identity and help develop new ways of being and becoming.
The work’s Cantonese title draws upon the multiple meanings of the word [7%] : on one hand,

[V ] means ‘passage’, the transition to a different way of life after displacement from home;
on the other, it refers to [ #J% ] , a ritual that releases the dead from the cycle of eternal
suffering while serving as an act of remembrance for the living. The English title, Transmigration,
similarly refers to both the act of exodus and the concept that the spiritual essence of a living

being can begin a new life in a new physical form.

Three songs in the style of the Lied anchor the structural nodes of the cycle at both of its
ends and in the centre. Each pair of the two songs in between consists of one that is satirical
and another that employs more aleatory syntaxes. The work is bound together by the four-note
motif that opens the cycle, reappearing in its many guises.

*+k Redacted for security considerations ***

The work was commissioned by countertenor Keith Pun, who premiered it with pianist
Janice Tsui in the St Sepulchre London, United Kingdom on 2™ June 2022.



Text

*#* Redacted for security considerations ***



Instrumentation: medium voice and piano

Voice patt is sung in Cantonese. See £ #f (Jyutping)-to-IPA Pronunciation
Instructions. Its range in each song as follows:
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Performance directions:

*#* Redacted for security considerations ***

Repeat boxed segment up to the end of the beam.

repetition beyond the said constraint if necessary.

Spoken.

DI Repeat boxed segment up to the end of the beam. Complete the last



EH (Jyutping)-to-IPA Pronunciation Instructions

sk ppa  Doglish il ppp  Pnglish
(Jyutping) approximation (Jyutping) approximation

f f fan aa a father

h h house aal ai  time

j j you aau a;u  how

g k scan a e cut

k — initial kh can ai Bl kite (short)

k — final k- doctor au eu  house (short)

ow kw squeak ael ei hey

kw kwh quick e € yes

1 1 leaf eu €u  yeah well (roughly)
m m moon 1 1 see

n n noon i—before k / ng e sick

ng ) singing u im  few (roughly)

b p span ou ou hoe

p — initial ph pan o o law

p — final p- apt ol 9;y  boy (roughly)

s s saw oe ce:  fur (roughly)

d t stand eo e again (rounded)

t — initial th tan eol oy  (no English equivalent)
t — final t” Atkins u u: food

z ts cats u—beforek /ng o look

c tsh cats hissing ui uy  phooey (roughly)
W W water ye y: menu (in French)
Tones

* Consideration of tone in singing only applicable where no

definite pitches are given, e.g., in spoken and sprechstimme

passages.
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VI. ;s A &FE Strength in numbers
Allegro molto, non espressivo

alighment between parts should be approximate until unless otherwise specified by arrows

Allegro molto, non espressivo « = 144

alighment between parts should be approximate until unless otherwise specified by arrows
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